APPENDIX I

an American as an inevitable concomitant of a French
war, and to provide for it accordingly.    It is useless to
discuss the abstract question of right when it becomes
one of necessity, and with us I sincerely believe it to be so.
If therefore the disposition of your Government be to
adhere pertinaciously to the determination to give us no
I|                         better security than the Act of Congress lately passed, I

should think your coming here or negotiating anywhere
ife*                          useless for any good purpose.   I know it must be so, because

11                        I know that any Government of this country would be

restrained  from  such  an  unlimited  concession  by  its
known and certain danger, by the state of public opinion,
fj                        and that the best friends to the restoration of peace

P                        would not be bold enough to recommend it.    But, on the

Jj                        other hand, if you are desirous of endeavouring, by mutual

fj;                          explanation and concession, to consult the security and

|l                          just apprehension of both countries, I know that I can

||                          assure you that you will find a corresponding disposition

y                          here;   and although I would not speak lightly of the

|j|                          difficulties to be overcome, I am inclined by a long con-

jil                           sideration of the subject to anticipate every reasonable

if:                          degree of success from the joint efforts of yourselves

if                          and those persons whom our Government will be prepared

i;                          to appoint to meet you.

If                              I have thus, my dear sir, ventured to suggest to you

what occurs to me on the interesting subject of your
mission. I should not have risked opinions without
feeling certain that I was not misleading you if you think
proper to trust to them. I hope they will encourage
s                          you not to return to America without at least making an

I                          experiment in the manner most likely to lead to success.

I am assured by my Lord Castlereagh that the requisite
order shall be sent for permitting your cartel-ship, the
Neptune, to carry the gentlemen composing your mission
wherever they may think proper; and I trust that I
shall be ere long gratified by seeing her bring with you
the hope of peace to our shores.

if*

a                  after tin* next meeting of Parliament in January, and
